Video-assisted resection of hypertrophied and fibrous intraventricular tissue.
There is increasing interest in endoscopic techniques in cardiac surgery. However, use of the endoscope during open heart operations is still not routine. Cardioscopy has been used in patients with hypertrophied obstructive cardiomyopathy, asymmetric septal hypertrophy, or membranous subaortic stenosis. We demonstrate the resection of this pathologic tissue under direct visualization. With this technique we could increase the safety and accuracy of this surgical procedure. Beside this advantage, the entire operating room staff could follow the surgical intervention, which increases its educational side-effect.